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Getting "Smart"er About Thermostats
We are air nerds. That should
come as no surprise to the
readers of this newsletter. In
fact, “air” and your indoor
safety and comfort is the
reason we’re in business, and
is the driving force of almost
all of the “Cozy” articles we
write. As we help you keep
cool or warm, we wanted to
shed some light (and answer
frequent questions we get) on
“smart” thermostats and the
advances in effortlessly controlling indoor air.
I will keep it brief, not too
techie, and break down the
pros and cons to help you
decide if you want to jump
into the world of smarter
home temperature control.
Easiest place to start is with a
quick intro to what the heck
they are and why you should,
or should not care. Basically,
the reason you are inundated
with all these “smart” savings
programs for thermostats or
other things like appliances,
refrigerators, sprinkler systems (seriously, although there
will always be that one darn
sprinkler head that never fires
water the way you want it to)
is thanks to you. Seriously. If
you pay ComED or Nicor on
a monthly basis, one of your
fees goes to smart technology
education and savings. So why
not take advantage where you
info@CorcoranHeating.com

can, right? If you purchase a
“smart” thermostat and install
it or have it installed and submit the proper paperwork you
can receive a rebate. Below is
the list of qualifying thermostats that currently fall under
this category. Keep in mind
this list is constantly updated
with new stats being regularly
added. The link below the picture will bring you to the most
recent release.

Qualifying smart
thermostat models:

Honeywell T6

Ecobee 4

Trane/Am. Std.

Nest

p Allure Energy EverSense
p American Standard:
p ACONT824AC52DA
p ACONT850AC52UA
p AZONE950AC52ZB
p AZON1050AC52ZA
p ecobee4
p ecobee3
p ecobee3 lite
p Honeywell Lyric Round
p Honeywell Lyric T5
p Honeywell Lyric T6
p Lennox iComfort S30 GEO

p Nest Learning Thermostat
p Radio Thermostat CT50
p Radio Thermostat CT80
p Trane
p TCONT824AC52DA
p TCONT850AC52UA
p TZONE950AC52ZB
p TZON1050AC52ZB

Source Link: https://www.
comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourHome/Pages/SmartThermostatRebates.aspx
OK, so what the heck makes
these thermostats ‘smart’?
They are learning and sensing thermostats. This means
they can program themselves
through learning your schedule of you being home or away.
This allows the thermostat to
turn the heating down on its
own to what the manufacturer has deemed as their “eco”
temperature. So, if the thermostat senses you are away it
might kick the heat down to
62 as opposed to where you
had set it. By investing in
this technology for regulating heating and cooling your
home, utility providers are
giving incentive as it reduces
their need to produce more
electricity or natural gas as an
off-set. Plus, it is the law that
they offer you energy savings
programs, rebates, and various
assessments, but that is beside
the point…
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IMPORTANT & UNIQUE DATES:
1st Eat a Red Apple Day
2nd National Fritters Day
3rd Advent begins
4th Santa's List Day
5th Repeal Day, Prohibition
Ends!
6th St. Nicholas Day
7th Remember Pearl Harbor
Day
9th Christmas Card Day
10th Human Rights Day
11th Noodle Ring Day
12th Hanukkah
13th Ice Cream Day
14th Roast Chestnuts Day
15th Bill of Rights Day
16th Chocolate Covered Anything
17th Maple Syrup Day
18th Bake Cookies Day
19th Look for an Evergreen Day
20th Go Caroling Day
21st Winter Solstice
22nd Date Nut Bread Day
23rd Roots Day
24th National Egg Nog Day
25th Christmas Day
26th Boxing Day
27th National Fruitcake Day
28th Card Playing Day
31st New Year's Eve

MONTHLY AWARENESS:
»

Bingo Month

»

Write a Friend Month
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CANDY CANE FUN FACTS

C ooking
Corner::
Corner

Candy canes were invented
around 1600 by a German
choirmaster who needed the
town’s children to stay quiet
during the long Christmas and
Nativity service. The candy
began as a straight white sugar
stick. The first improvement
was changing its’ shape to a
“J’. This mimicked a crook,
the walking stick which aided
shepherds on their journey to
visit the newborn baby Jesus.
The second improvement

Adult Peppermint
Hot Chocolate
Ingredients:
 12oz Evaporated Milk
 Chocolate
Liqueur
 Peppermint Schnapps
 Dark Chocolate Chips
 Whipped Cream
 Candy Canes

Whisk six 12-ounce cans evaporated milk, 1/3 cup chocolate
liqueur and 1/4 cup peppermint
schnapps in a slow cooker. Add
two 12-ounce bags dark chocolate
chips. Cover and cook on low for
2 to 3 hours, stirring occasionally. Ladle into mugs. Garnish with
whipped topping and candy canes.

Hey everyone, Franklin here.
H
Long time no talk. I hope
this finds you well. I have
been super busy because
of my transformation
from man’s best friend to
toddler’s crash toy. Apparently, when you are fluffy
and yellow and tolerant of
all little humans, you place
yourself in danger when
you try to sleep right in
the middle of the action!
Nate “Crash” Corcoran

If you don't have a slow cooker, keep these drinks warm in a
saucepan on the stove top over
low heat.
Courtesy: Food Network Magazine
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How to solve:
To solve a Sudoku, you only
need logic and patience.
No math is required.
Simply make sure that each
3x3 square region has a
number between 1-9 with
only one occurrence of
each number. Each column
and row of the large
grid may only have one
instance of 1-9.
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In 2005 Bob’s Candies was
sold to Farley and Sather, who
continue producing the traditional sweet treat.
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/
candycanes.shtml
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learned really fast that I
am a soft-landing spot for
all his falls. For now. He
and big brother Jack are
getting older FAST, and so
am I. I wonder how many
more ‘cushioning the stumbles’ years are left in these
old bones?
Cutting this short as I spotted one of my favorite
stuffed animals I’ll need to
steal from the kids while

they are sitting with their
backs to me.
Talk soon, and Happy Holidays!

…Franklin

Contest Corner

Sudoku Break
6

In the 1920’s, Bob McCormack began making candy
canes for friends and family.
Their popularity turned into
a business venture when he
launched Bob’s Candies. His
brother-in-law, a Catholic
priest names Gregory Harding

Keller, is credited with the
invention of a machine which
mechanically molded the
straight sticks into the curved
candy we consider a holiday
staple.

A D0G’S W0RLD

Directions:
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was the twentieth century
addition of the peppermint or
wintergreen flavors presented
as a winding red stripe on the
confection.

OCTOBER SOLUTION
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Do you have a bare wall that
would be perfect for a new flat
screen TV? Or do you have an
itch to get out and feel the breeze
in your hair on the comfort of
two wheels and a little peddle
power? Well guess what, we have
the solution for you. Let me
explain. As a thank you to anyone
who refers us to friends or family
or takes the time to send us a
note about our crew, or even post
about us online we enter them
into a bi-annual client appreciation contest. We do not pester
you for referrals or make you give
us contact information, unless

you want to of course. If you are
ready to get entered at no cost
and no limit to entries head over
to the link below. Thanks and we
look forward to helping!

WINNER: Dale S.,

To learn more or to enter:
CorcoranHeating.com/testimonials/

info@CorcoranHeating.com
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Continued from PG. 1
Great, you know what they
are and if someone brings
up the topic you can add to
the conversation. But here
is the real inside stuff that
helps you decide if you need a
“smart” thermostat, a simple
style that gets connected to
your homes WIFI for remote
control, or if you should just
stick with what you have. The
most popular styles, thanks to
advertising, would be the Nest
and Ecobee model units. Both
seem to do the job effectively,
and both work with almost all
other smart home products.
The main differences come
in their installation. These
thermostats and any thermostats connected to WIFI need
a dedicated power source
which is 24 volts and is typically taken from the furnace,
air handler, or boiler circuit
boards. Now in the majority
of case with homes having a
furnace and air conditioner
was traditionally installed
with 18/4 wire, which means it
had 4 wires to use to make the
proper electrical connections
between the equipment. With
new “smart” thermostats we
need 18/5 or more in certain
cases based on equipment
stages, other IAQ products,
etc. In some houses this can be
easily fixed with what is called
a wire saver, or common maker, if a new wire can not be
pulled from the thermostat to
the equipment (the ideal way
for the two products to integrate). The one-way Ecobee
really surpasses Nest in this

area is that the Ecobee includes an adapter (wire saver/
common maker) that allows a
thermostat with 18/4 wire to
get integrated into the furnace, air handler, boiler, etc.
The Nest does not, and their
adapter is a little pricey on top
of the thermostat cost itself.
Certain work arounds and DIYers will tell you that you can
use the 18/4 wire and in some
instances, you can. However,
what ends up happening is
when the batteries on these
thermostats get low they start
to act funky. They have an internal battery similar to that of
a cell phone. You can actually
physically take the Nest off
the wall use a USB to Micro
adapter cord and charge the
thermostat, not convenient.
However, if you call the manufacturer they will recommend
the proper route which is a
dedicated power source. Now
the other drawback with the
Nest wire saver is that in some
installations the wire saver
component may not fit behind
the Nest in the wall. This is
rare, but not unheard of.
If you do go the smart thermostat route you can go ahead
and get a quote from us to
have one installed. Here you
will find a link to apply for
the rebate from the various
utility companies, listing their
requirements as well as any
restrictions that apply. I know
two big restrictions are a limit
of two (2) smart thermostat
rebates per home (meaning
you can only get a discount
on two even if you install
ten),and that the thermostat

was installed independently
of purchasing new equipment.
Meaning you didn’t buy a new
furnace and air conditioner
and purchase and install a
smart thermostat at the same
time. I have my issues with
both of those restrictions, but
understand what the utility
companies are trying to relay.
Every utility provider is different so if you are unsure and
want a definite answer before
purchasing a smart thermostat be sure to check the links
below the article.
So far, we didn’t answer the
“why should you care”. It’s
because by wisely controlling
your indoor air, you can control your expenses in the delivery of a comfortable living
or working environment. Not
to mention these stats having
the "smart" ability to alert you
that there is a problem at your
home. These thermostats will
tell you if your home is below
or above a certain temperature. The default in most cases
is that the thermostat sends
you an alert through the app
or via email that you need to
look at what is going on. This
is a fantastic way to monitor
a home while away. As long
as your home has power and
good WIFI your thermostat
can also double as a home
alarm in some senses. Not
to mention that when paired
with various other products
you can get alerts to water,
and some companies even
have a digital valve to shut off
the water, kinda slick huh?
Anyway, we hope you enjoyed
that educational ramble!

COMED: https://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourHome/Pages/SmartThermostatRebates.aspx
NICOR: https://www.nicorgasrebates.com/your-home/rebates-for-home
NORTH SHORE GAS: https://accel.northshoregasdelivery.com/home/rebates_residential.aspx
PEOPLES GAS: https://accel.peoplesgasdelivery.com/home/rebates_residential.aspx
CorcoranHeating.com
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GONE FISHING...
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Tom’s Two Cents
Wow, it is December already!
That unseasonable warm
spell late this fall really threw
things off time-wise. It
did give us some extra
time to get outside and
enjoy the weather! Maybe
you got to extend those
late season rides or runs.
Either way I really hope
you made it out when you
could. Because, sorry to
say, when we get into the
winter season the cabin
fever can be real!
I also hope you had some time
since Thanksgiving to review
the year you had thus far, and
focus on all the successes in it.
When I reflect on the past year

for this company, I’m pleased
to remember all the truly
great people, like you reading
this, that we have
gotten to
work with or
help at some
po
point these past
seasons.
It is beseas
cause of our loyal
fan base and great
employees that we
can say we went
strong to meet
your demands this
year, as we have
every year since 1983.
Recently I got to sneak away
with the wife for a few days to
recharge the batteries. It was

nice to be somewhere really
warm, soaking up some good
old-fashioned vitamin D. It
really did help to get me relaxed and ready for the winter
months ahead. As always, I
look forward to see many of
you as you need service or
help along the way.
I also look forward to spending some good times with my
family in the weeks ahead,
especially my father who is going strong in his 90s, and the
grandkids who keep me on my
toes almost as much as Dad
does. Jack and Nate sometimes
trip on theirs! (toes) - the
results can be traumatic, but
thankfully very short lived.
Regardless of the upcoming
Holidays you are celebrating,
I want to personally wish you

all the best. I hope they are
joyous occasions filled with
laughter and only happy tears.
Last but not least, wishing a
safe and healthy New Year to
you and all your loved ones.
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