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Don't Get Overwhelmed Looking
toward 2019, Start Here!
Except for a few thumbs down
days almost forgo en and not
worth men oning, 2018 was
overwhelmingly great. We want
to build on that and make 2019
even be er. We plan to accomplish that by se ng realis c
goals and expecta ons. We
researched some ar cles about
resolu ons made this me of
year. Next to die ng, becoming
more organized was at the top
of the charts. And knowing we
could beneﬁt from either - but
leaving nutri on to the pros - we
found some pointers we plan
on trying and are passing them
along:
1. Set Small Goals for Yourself.
It is easy to promise this is the
year to be be er in evert aspect
of your life. We both know there
is no way that is realis c nor is
it deﬁni ve enough. Start with
smaller manageable goals that
you can celebrate once achieved
– like vowing to spent 10 more
minutes at the ﬁtness center.
When you hit that milestone,
your reward is that the accomplishment makes you feel so
much be er!
2. Use One Calendar for Everything. Whether you hang it on
the fridge or have it on your
phone be somewhat a slave to
it. Log everything. We are all way
too busy to overlook this small
but essen al task. For the techie
people out there, set up an iCalendar or Google Calendar. The
la er is free and can also be used
on may new smart home display
info@CorcoranHeating.com
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IMPORTANT & UNIQUE DATES:
1st Eat a Red Apple Day
2nd National Fritters Day
3rd Advent
4th Santa's List Day
5th Repeal Day
6th St. Nicholas Day
7th Pearl Harbor Day
8th National Brownie Day
products. Link your family members and away you go. If you like
the feel of paper and pencil s ck
to that type calendar, and place
it somewhere central, like in the
kitchen, for everyone to see. At
the end of the month, ﬁll out the
next month. Be sure to include
the necessary things like ﬁlter
maintenance. Check if you have a
30-day ﬁlter or something longer
las ng, and make a calendar entry so you won't forget. You can
also make room for nota ons
to check 9V ba eries on smoke
and CO alarms, and ba eries on
thermostats.
3. Se ng Weekly and Monthly
Goals. While ﬁlling out your
calendar for the month it is also
a good me to set a goal for
yourself for a new rou ne. Maybe it will have to do with ﬁtness,
or maybe you'll pledge to at least
start a new book read. Again,
make sure you celebrate when
you complete your goals. You
deserve it - and why not have
some fun nowadays, everyone is
so up ght...!

4. Stamp Out Mail Piles. This is a
toughy, but a must. Get that mail
under control, because we know
how easily payments and bills
can get missed or overlooked.
Why pay late fees for simple
mistakes? It is best to try and
ﬁnd a rou ne here, addressing
how o en to sort through it, and
how o en everything gets paid
or ﬁled or tossed. That goes for
magazines and catalogues, too the scourge of this me of year.
5. Find A Home for Everything.
Use Internet sites like Pinterest
for inspira on but even the uninspired need to ﬁgure out some
way to get organized. Pare down
ﬁrst, then ﬁnd homes (boxes,
containers, etc.) for what's le .
In this process, discipline is crucial for success. Tell yourself that
NOW is perfect me to donate
old goods and recycle those that
cannot be salvaged. The holidays
are right around the corner - the
extra ceramic Santa could be just
the treasure someone else plucks
from the shelves of Goodwill.
We wish you success!

9th International Children's Day
10th Human Rights Day
11th National Noodle Ring Day
12th Poinsettia Day
14th Roast Chestnuts Day
15th Bill of Rights Day
16th Chocolate Covered Anything
Day
17th Maple Syrup Day
18th Bake Cookies Day
19th Look for an Evergreen Day
20th Go Caroling Day
21st Winter Solstice
22nd Date Nut Bread Day
23rd Festivus - For the Rest of Us
25th Christmas Day
26th Boxing Day
27th Make Cut Out Snowflakes
28th Card Playing Day
29th Pepper Pot Day
30th Bacon Day
31st New Year's Eve

MONTHLY AWARENESS:
»

Bingo Month

»

Write A Friend Month
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Quick Frigid Weather
Home Check-Up Tips
The weather outside IS
FRIGHTFUL. I know that
some of you are s ll thawing out from the recent
winter blast. Hopefully you
all stayed safe and fared
well. We received many
"no heat” and other power
related issues and wanted
to share some helpful ps
to keep you fully funconal from a mechanical
standpoint throughout the
season.

house is unique but that
seems to be the best local
average.

formed, but as long as they
are not blocked, they are
good to go.
Have chimneys and dryer
vents checked by professionals. Be sure there are
no cri ers lurking and no
poten al ﬁres wai ng to
happen. The apartment
building where our employee Greg's daughter
lives just had a dryer vent
related ﬁre. A good wakeup call and reminder for
us all to get them checked.
Especially if we can't even
remember the last me it
was done.

PVC Exhaust and Intake
Pipes:

Humidiﬁers. Have them
maintained annually, including ﬁlter panel replacement. If you live on well
water (inherently hard) we
recommend a new water panel two mes each
winter. This will ensure best
results. We recommend
system se ng of about
35% for the winter. Every

If your home has these
style pipes make sure
they are not blocked by
snow. They may be holding
some water or icicles have

How to solve:
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If the power goes out. This
one, unfortunately, just
sucks if you do not have a
generator. You are simply

There are tons of things to
worry about a as homeowner. Knowledge is
power! Learn how to reset
breakers, turn oﬀ water
to the house, change your
thermostat ba eries, keep
your ﬁlters clean, test
your ﬁre alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.
Know who to call in case of
hea ng or air condi oning
issues. That'd be us. (847)
397-5888.

Contest Corner

Sudoku Break
1

Dehumidiﬁers. Depending
on the humidity levels in
your basement, and your
own comfort down there,
you can opt to turn it oﬀ.
If not, it may s ll run due
to the amount of ground
water and snow melt we
will experience. Because of
elevated humidity level in
my lower level, I leave mine
con nually set at 50%, and
ﬁnd that it occasionally
runs in winter. Again, all
homes are diﬀerent. A simple hygrometer can read
levels. I like the Acu-Rite
model from Amazon for
around $10.00.

at the mercy of the power
company. You have some
control to prevent damage.
To ensure your pipes do
not freeze, open all your
cabinets doors to ensure
some circula on or heat
distribu on. Then, turn on
your faucets just slightly
(a dripping will do). This
will keep water moving.
If water con nues to ﬂow
then it cannot freeze. If you
can. insulate any exposed
piping in crawl spaces or
real dra y basements. Also,
keep an eye on your sump
pump! If yours doesn't
have a ba ery back-up,
catching issues early is
the key to avoiding costly
cleanups.

To solve a Sudoku, you only
need logic and patience.
No math is required.
Simply make sure that each
3x3 square region has a
number between 1-9 with
only one occurrence of
each number. Each column
and row of the large
grid may only have one
instance of 1-9.
OCTOBER'S SOLUTION
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Do you have a bare wall that
would be perfect for a new flat
screen TV? Or do you have an
itch to get out and feel the breeze
in your hair on the comfort of
two wheels and a little peddle
power? Well guess what, we have
the solution for you. Let me
explain. As a thank you to anyone
who refers us to friends or family
or takes the time to send us a
note about our crew, or even post
about us online we enter them
into a bi-annual client appreciation contest. We do not pester
you for referrals or make you give
us contact information, unless

you want to of course. If you are
ready to get entered at no cost
and no limit to entries head over
to the link below. Thanks and we
look forward to helping!

WINNER: Dale S.,

To learn more or to enter:
CorcoranHeating.com/testimonials/

info@CorcoranHeating.com
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SPORTS CORNER

Christmas Tree Spinach Dip
Breadsticks
Ingredients:
 12 oz frozen chopped spinach, thawed and
squeezed dry.
 6 oz cream cheese, softened
 2 garlic cloves, minced
 ½ teaspoon salt
 ½ teaspoon onion powder
 ¼ teaspoon pepper
 ¼ teaspoon chili powder
 1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
 ½ cup grated parmesan cheese
 1 cup cheddar or mozzarella cheese
 1 tube refrigerated thin crust pizza crust
 2 tablespoons butter
 ½ tsp each garlic salt + Italian seasoning
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Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
In a bowl beat together spinach
and cream cheese. Add garlic,
salt, onion powder, pepper,
chili powder, Italian seasoning
and beat to combine. Add parmesan cheese and ½ cup
cheddar cheese and beat to combine.
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Unroll pizza dough and cut into tree shape. Lay one layer
of dough onto parchment paper, spread the filling, top
with second layer of dough. Use a pizza cutter to cut the
branches, about an inch thick, and roll each branch.
Bake at 400 degrees for about 22 minutes until the
bottom is cooked through. Brush on melted butter, garlic
salt, and seasonings. Serve warm and enjoy.

Courtesy ---> https://www.itsalwaysautumn.com/christmas-tree-spinach-dip-breadsticks.html

A D0G’S W0RLD
Hey everyone Franklin here
with another exciting edition of the Dog's World
blog. I am super excited
because of the SNOW! I
was out of my mind excited when it started coming
down. If you ask me, there's
no greater way to spend
a Sunday afternoon. Go
ahead. Ask me. Rrrrufff!
And when I'm forced to
come in, snowed in days give
me a chance to play one of
my favorite games, I call it
'chase me'. My parents call
it "Hey! Franklin drop the
glove!" My name for it is
catchier (ha! catchier!!!)
but call it whatever as long
as I get to play. Is it my
fault the two little people
CorcoranHeating.com

I live with have two tempting gloves each dangling
from their hands? You
mean if you were me you
wouldn't be taking those
four chances over and over
again? But who is counting.
Am I right or am I right?
Anyway, I also wanted to
take a minute to celebrate
Write a Friend Month. As
we all know, humans spend
a lot of time on their
phones communicating via
text message or call, or
something with an annoying
blue bird who teases me...
anyway. I'm a dog and can
only communicate to YOU
by barking or whining or via
this top secret and hard
to explain dictating to the
parents process so I have an

29

30

excuse to neglect what is
still a powerful and heartwarming method of keeping
in touch. Seriously - take a
minute this December to
write someone a few lines
by sending a holiday card or
a simple "I am thinking about
you" note. Snail mail can
provide a nice connection!
Until next time best wishes
and have fun in the snow,
I will!

…Franklin
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Tom’s
Hello Everyone! I hope this issue
ﬁnds you well! It is already our
December issue, and I know by
looking outside before wri ng
this we are fully in the winter
season. Hopefully you had your
snowblower gassed up and ready
to take on the winter blast. I
know we got a good 8" for sure.
Hopefully you all paced yourselves clearing your walks and
driveways of the heavy, wet,
injury-inducing snow piles. No
one wants a strain or worse right
before the holidays.
Well this is certainly a busy me
of year for us and one ﬁlled
with energy. We are ﬁring on all
cylinders around the Comfort
Command Center to keep everyone warm and safe this winter.

Cents
We are currently working on
some commercial kitchen hoods
at the McDonald's Corporate
Food Innova on Center. We
are also replacing older, broken
down furnaces. Service calls are
always the priority for us and we
will con nue to respond to your
emergency needs all winter long.
For your peace of mind, be sure
to schedule your maintenance
visit if you haven't yet to avoid
any un mely issues.
As I wrap up the year I like to
look back at where I have come
from and also where I am going.
In a few short months there will
be a wedding, and I'll get to walk
my daughter down the aisle.
Janet and I have two grandsons

who are ge ng older and smarter with incredible energy that
con nues to amaze us. Thank
you for our sustained progress
and the con nued growth of
Corcoran Hea ng. We remain in
business to serve the ﬁne cozy
news readers like yourself. I am
op mis c. I have to be. I grew up
a Chicago sports fan, and believe
despite the bumps along the
way, the best is yet to come.
I also wanted to leave you by
echoing my sen ment that this
is a great me of year to get
yourself and your home organized. This will help you to clear
the clu er from your home and
in doing so can also help to clear
the clu er in your head. Not only
is it therapeu c to purge things
from your home, but it is also an
indoor air quality booster. Yes,
the hea ng guy would know that
and want you to know about it.
Throw out that junk it is covered
in dust anyway! Sell it, give it or

throw it away!
Have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year, and be assured
you have our best wishes, and
our gra tude for your business.

- Tom
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