
IMPORTANT & UNIQUE DATES:
1st Peace Corps Day
3rd Care Giver Appreciation
4th Hug a GI Day
6th Dentist Day
7th National Cereal Day
8th Working Women's Day

10th Day of Awesomeness
11th Worship of Tools Day
14th Daylight Savings Day

Pi Day
15th Ides of March
17th St. Patrick's Day
18th Incredible Kid Day
20th Day of Happiness

Spring Equinox
21st World Poetry Day

22nd National Goof Off  Day
23rd National Puppy Day
24th Chocolate Covered Rasin 
25th Waffl  e Day
26th National Spinach Day
27th National "Joe" Day
28th Palm Sunday
29th Mom'n'Pop Business Day
30th Walk in the Park Day
31st World Backup Day

info@CorcoranHeating.com 2137 Hammond Dr., Schaumburg, IL 60173

MONTHLY AWARENESS:
» Irish American Heritage
» Women's History Month
» Social Workers Month
» National Nutrition Month
» Red Cross Month
» Music in Our Schools Month
» National Craft  Month

Cozy Newsletter
24/7 Emergency Service: (847) 397-5888CorcoranHeating.com

Outside the shop are massive 
snow mounds, but as I’m writ-
ing I notice the thermometer 
is inching towards forty giving 
hope that once again, Spring 
will return.  It’s my age or this 
winter, but I can’t remember 
when I felt so anxious to be 
back outside.  And this year, 
I’m looking forward to the 
outdoor work the change in 
seasons demands.  But while 
the snow cover remains, and 
the ground is frozen, there is 
time for preparation.

This is the fi rst year I am 
planning a vegetable garden.  
An internet search led me to a 
State of Illinois website   Even 
as a new gardener, I knew 
enough to plan on planting 
only those fruits and vege-
tables that had a chance to 
thrive. These were suggested 
(https://eat-move-save-
extension.illinios.edu/eat/
foods-grown-illinois):

• Plums
• Winter Squash
• Sweet Potatoes
• Potatoes
• Onions
• Greens
• Garlic
• Turnip
• Pumpkin
• Grapes
• Broccoli
• Apples
• Tomato
• Radishes
• Peaches
• Melons
• Berries
• Rhubarb
• Peas
• Lettuce

Getting a hedge start on a summer garden

• Cherries
• Cabbage
• Asparagus
• Corn

The State site offered tips 
other than WHAT to plant. 
(https://www2.illinois.
gov/sites/agr/Consumers/
CommunityGarden/Pages/
Prepare-Garden.apx) I found 
these especially helpful NOW 
as I can get started. In general 
(across the region) January 
through March are the best 
months to do just that.  We’re 
not in a mild climate in the 
Chicagoland area, so use this 
formula for prep time:  Work 
back six weeks from the last 
frost date in the area (around 
Mother’s Day) to get started 
with important chores:

• Shop for seeds early for 
best selection.

• Buy a soil test kit or have 
soil tested.  County exten-
sion services can recom-
mend labs to have it done.  

Healthy soil is essential 
to a productive plant, so 
it pays to test, especially 
if your results were unim-
pressive last year.  Call 
to fi nd out what you need 
to do, and how long it will 
take, then plan accordingly.

• Check your tools.  Clean 
and sharpen blades on 
hand tools.  While you’re 
at it, organize the garden 
shed.  Clean, sterilize, 
terracotta pots, planters, 
and starter trays.  Sterilize 
using a bleach and water 
solution of one part bleach 
to ten parts water.  Rinse 
thoroughly, then dry.  And 
next year, remember to do 
this in the fall so you don’t 
have to do it when it’s still 
cold outside.

• Provide or build garden-
ing supports for peonies, 
tomatoes, peas, beans and 
squash.  Flower gardens 
will need this too if the va-
riety you plant have heavy 
heads (to prevents break-
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How to solve:
To solve a Sudoku, you only 
need logic and patience. 
No math is required. 
Simply make sure that each 
3x3 square region has a 
number between 1-9 with 
only one occurrence of 
each number. Each column 
and row of the large 
grid may only have one 
instance of 1-9.
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Contest Corner Sudoku Break
Do you have a bare wall perfect 
for a new fl at-screen TV?  Do 
you have an itch to get out and 
use some pedal-power to feel the 
breeze through your hair on the 
seat of a new bicycle?  Would 
you be thrilled with having your 
furnace and air conditioner 
maintenance covered for the next 
two years – on us?  We can give 
you that chance.  In appreciation 
for those who refer us to friends, 
neighbors or family, take the time 
to send us a note about our crew, 
or post about us online, we enter 
your name into a bi-annual draw-

ing for one of the three prizes list-
ed.  We won’t pester you for refer-
rals or make you give up contact 
information.  Th ere is no cost to 
enter and is easy via snail mail 
or using the link below.  Th anks!  
And thanks to Mike and Donna 
S. of Palatine who were the lucky 
winners of the last drawing.  For 
our thanks for their referral, the 
maintenance agreements for two 
years are paid in full, and on their 
way!  To learn more, or to enter:   
CorcoranHeating.com/
testimonials/

OCTOBER'S SOLUTION
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age).  Plan your vegetable 
plot vertically and you will 
save space and time AND 
prevent bugs and slugs 
from noshing on your veg-
gies.

• Sow seeds in starter trays 
according to package 
instructions and the last 
date of frost for your area.

Above all, don’t get too 
anxious and start working 
in the garden too early.  The 
soil needs to be damp but not 
soggy or sticky.  If you take 
a handful of soil and make 
a ball, it should fall apart 
easily when you open your 
hand.  Remember, too, that 
setting out plants prematurely 
often results in discouraging 
losses. 

All is not lost until Mother’s 
Day, though!  When it’s fi nally 
looking good enough to walk 
through the yard:

• Check shrubs and woody 
plants.  What will need 
pruning?  For early spring 
bloomers like forsythia, 
prune promptly after fl ow-
ering is complete.

• Fruit trees need to be 
pruned before they begin 
to blossom.   Get to it while 

the trees are dormant.  If 
they blossom, it’s best 
to wait until winter rolls 
around again.  It’s always 
OK to prune dead wood.

• Are there a lot of perenni-
als in the yard?  Do any of 
them need to be moved?  
Spring is the time to trans-
plant divisions or move 
plants around.  If you have 
friends or neighbors who 
garden, it’s a good time to 
arrange trades.

• Remove all plant residue 
and mulch to expose soil 
to sunshine for earlier soil 
warm up and dry down in 
the spring.

• Kill any early growing 
grasses or unwanted 
plants by smothering with 
compost or other meth-
ods, or by spraying with a 
selective herbicide if you 
are not growing organical-
ly.

• Smother weeds early, as 
they emerge, saving you a 
lot of weeding later in the 
season.

This planning and getting 
ready to go saves time and 
money you’ll want to spend 
on cool new plants and tools.

Perfect Pairings
There are two things I was going 
to write about - Mom'N'Pop 
Businesses, and the Worship of 
Tools but I think I can combine 
them both and add a li  le some-
thing for you.  

First, Corcoran Hea  ng and Air 
Condi  oning was the brainchild 
and hard work of my mom and 
dad, Tom and Janet Corcoran 
back in 1983..  They worked hard 
at it then as the sole employees 
and s  ll are busy around the 
offi  ce now.  I  p my hat to them, 
and the business which is truly a 
Mom'N'Pop success story.

Second, this business has tools 
galore, not only the kind used for 
the installa  on and the service 
calls and all the  nkering and 
 ghtening that go with it, but 

"tools" in the sense of the sys-
tems and components we install 
to enable you to have a comfort-
able and safe indoor air quality.

One tool we off er as combatant 
to germs, and especially now 
with Covid-19 are RFG lights; 
helpful in the fi ght against the  
SARS-COV-2 par  cles which the 
lights go a long way in eliminat-
ing and off er protec  on against 
the covid virus. We've talked 
about these lights and similar 
ones before - for more info, you 
can use this link: CorcoranHeat-
ing.com/fi ltra  on/

As a nod to Mom and Dad, as 
well as to Tools, we are off ering 
a coupon for 10% off  the new 17 
units we have in stock.
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Hello out there Cozy News 
readers. Unfortunately, I 
have some bad news to re-
port since our last newslet-
ter, whose delay has partly 
been due to the state of 
things, including this crazy 
virus. Also, because we lost 
Franklin to stomach cancer.  
It has certainly been hard, 
but we have been reflect-
ing on all the good times we 
were able to share togeth-
er – and that helps.

Franklin welcomed me into 
his home when I was a res-
cue dog at the young age 
of 1. As a scared canine 
castaway, there was nobody 
better than Franklin, who 

A D0G’S W0RLDA D0G’S W0RLD
helped teach me the ways 
of the house and how to 
enjoy a nice warm loving 
place to live. Then, Franklin 
and I were able to spend all 
of time together. We got 
to enjoy being able to go 
to work, to lounge around 
the house, romp around the 
yard, take tons of walks, 
and get lots of love. 

Me and the folks and the 
boys sure will miss him! It 
has been so different 
around the house. It would 
have been nice to grow 
older together, but we got 
to spend 10 great years as 
Frank made it all the way 
to 11. 

I will do my best to fill the 
void of Frank's absence. I 
know he will be watching 
over us, our family, all the 
Cozy Newsletter read-
ers, and all the people he 
ever met.  So, in which 
ever tradition (for me it 
will be raise a paw and get 
a treat), say “cheers” to 
Frank, please?

Thank you.  Hope you all 
stay safe out there and 
that we’ll have much bet-
ter news next time around.

John's Smoked Ribs
Directions:
For smoking the ribs, I utilized a 

technique I found, which I will credit 

below that is a 3 - 2 - 1 approach. This 

means you are going to want to budget 6 

hours to the smoking of the ribs. We used 

locally purchased pork ribs, two full slabs (cut 

both slabs in two for smoker size constraints).  The steps below will break it down for you, I hope 

you enjoy!

Step 1 - Set smoker to 225 degrees. Apply rub to ribs at room temperature.

Step 2 - Set the ribs in the smoker and leave it at 225 degrees for the first 3 hours.

Step 3 - At 3 hours take the ribs out and into the house. We used pre-fabricated foil pans but you 

can make foil boats around the ribs. Place the ribs face down in your creation. On the back pour 

on apple juice and fill up the bottom with a small amount of it. On the ribs themselves scoop out a 

few tablespoons of brown sugar. Then add a few slices of butter. Not huge chunks or whole sticks 

here. Cover the ribs completely and put them back in the smoker and set to 250 degrees. Let 

them sit here for two hours. Just monitor your temperature accordingly. 

Step 5 - At 2 hours post step 3 remove the ribs and cover with your choice of sweet, or sweet and 

hot sauce. Put the ribs back in the smoker at 250 degrees for 1 final hour. 

Step 6 - Remove, slice, plate, and enjoy!

Ingredients:
Rib Rub Recipe covers 2 Full Slabs
 1/2 cup brown sugar

 4 teaspoons Kosher salt

 4 teaspoons black pepper

 4 teaspoons smoked paprika

 2 teaspoon garlic powder

 2 teaspoon onion powder

 2 teaspoon ground mustard

 1 teaspoon cinnamon

 1 teaspoon celery salt

 1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper*

…Murphy

*I skipped out on the cayenne just to be safe, 
because I know the kids like the ribs and I 
wanted to keep out the heat.

This recipe is courtesy of = https://heygrillhey.com/best-dry-rub-for-ribs/#wprm-recipe-container-5220

4th vs Lightning 7:00 PM
5th vs Lightning 7:00 PM
7th vs Lightning 1:30 PM
9th @ Stars 7:30 PM

11th @ Stars 7:30 PM
13th @ Panthers 6:00 PM
15th @ Panthers 6:00 PM
18th @ Lightning 6:00 PM
20th @ Lightning 6:00 PM
23rd vs Panthers 7:00 PM
25th vs Panthers 7:00 PM
27th vs Predators 7:00 PM
28th vs Predators 7:00 PM
30th vs Hurricanes 6:30 PM

Spring Training Games

SPORTS CORNER

RANDOM DID 
YOU KNOW

aaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

dit 

This 

udgeg t 6 6

We used 

full slabs (cut 

Franklin 2009 - 2020

BBQ Sauce - 2 Full Slabs
 1 bottle Famous Dave's Sweet BBQ

Smoker Used
 Master Built Pro MDS230 

Wood Chips Used
 Hickory wood chips

1st vs Nuggets 8:00 PM
3rd @ Pelicans 7:00 PM

PLAYOFFS - TBD

Spring Training Games

1) In what country did golf origi-
nate?
2) Which Country hosted the 
most Olympics?
3) How old was the youngets 
chess master ever?
4) What is the oldest known 
board game?
5) Which player is responsible for 
longer basketball shorts?
(1) Sco  land (2) USA (3) 12 (4) Senet (5) Michael Jordan
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In This Issue:

Tom’s     Cents

Hello to all the Cozy News-
letter readers out there.  I 
hope this article fi nds you all 
in good health and comfort.  
We’re staying safe and well in 
the family, and at the offi ce.  
There is, however, some sad 
news to report.  I’ll let Murphy 
report it in the Dog’s World 
article.  Maybe you got to it 
already.

We have been working along 
at a consistent clip.  I’m thank-
ful to have received my fi rst 
dose of the Covid-19 vaccine.  
Our work does not qualify 
us until 1C, but my youthful 
sixty-fi ve made me 1B eligible.  
My lovely wife was searching 
for us and managed to get 
herself a dose, my daughter 
was kind enough to start a 
search, too. During the hunt, 
I read my e-mails early one 
morning surprised to fi nd my 

sister Ann was successful 
in booking a time for me.  
Thanks, sis!  It’s nice to know 
that soon, because of these 
efforts, Jan and I will feel 
more comfortable and better 
protected around our grand-
kids.  We have gotten to see 
them – but for everyone out 
there who has been unable to 
be with loved ones – you have 
our deepest sympathies.

I’ve had a watchful eye on our 
roof’s snow level – keeping 
it to a minimum in hopes of 
avoiding ice damming.  The 
snowpack on the ground is a 
real “Snowmageddon” saga.  I 
hope everyone’s backs, shov-
els, and snow blowers have 
been keeping up.  John’s had 
his share of broken seasonal 
tools: a shovel at the shop, 
then his snow blower at home 
which spent a few days in 

repair.  Thankfully it wasn’t 
during the real wallop, and he 
was much appreciative to get 
it back to working order.

Besides work and the roof, 
there have been dog walks 
when possible, and working 
out – always.

I’m feeling stronger and stron-
ger because of it.  And there’s 
the reading.  Here’s a few I’ve 
liked well enough to pass 
along:  Mark Greaney’s Re-
lentless, Follett’s The Evening 
and the Morning, Lee Child’s 
Sentinel, and John Sanford’s 
Mortal Prey.  I’d like to hear 
what you would recommend.  
Thanks in advance.

In this issue, I hope you enjoy 
our piece about getting your 
garden ready for spring.  It’s 
not too early to plan ahead so 
you can put your backyard to 
work for you.  There are few of 
us who enjoy shopping nowa-
days so I hope you fi nd our re-

search helpful. And check out 
the smoked BBQ ribs recipe.  
John’s getting pretty good at 
the whole process of smoking 
foods.  Two ways to offset the 
Dog’s World Article.

Until next time, stay safe, 
healthy and comfortable out 
there. - TOM


